
Christe i gs at Isla d Bay Pres yteria  Chur h 

 

 

This i t odu to  o hu e gi es so e i fo atio  as to hat is a aila le at the 
Isla d Ba  P es te ia  Chu h a d hat h iste i gs a d othe  a i g 
e e o ies ea . 

 

What is a hriste i g? 

Histo i all , a h iste i g used to e the a i g e e o  that a o pa ied a 
a ’s aptis  this as he  the hild’s Ch istia  a e  as gi e . These da s 
he  people talk a out h iste i g the  usuall  ea  the a t of aptis . I  

e e t ea s ho e e  the hu h has e ol ed othe  ituals a d e e o ies to 
a k the spe ial ti e of the i th of a a . These e ui e a i g le els of elief 

i  Ch istia it  a d a e a a i g e e o , a lessi g e e o , a d a dedi atio . 
 

What is a a i g ere o y? 

Ofte  e  pa e ts a  ha e e  diffe e t ie s o  spi itualit  a d eligio ; 
so eti es o e o  oth pa e ts a  e uite u o fo ta le ith the Chu h o  
spi itual thi gs ut still a t to a k the i th of thei  hild i  a pu li  a . 
Pa e ts i  this situatio  a  ish to opt fo  a a i g e e o . 
Na i g e e o ies ha e o set fo  a d a  e o du ted i  ou  ho e o  
a othe  o - eligious e ue. The pa e ts a e f ee to de ide ho  u h of God o  
spi itualit  the  a t i  this e e o  atu all , if the  a e ot o fo ta le ith 
Ch istia  spi itualit  it ould ot e o al fo  the  to app oa h a hu h to 
fa ilitate this e e o  fo  the . 
 

What is a lessi g ere o y? 

A lessi g e e o  is a u h o e spi itual e e t. I  this e e o  the pa e ts 
a e p ese ti g thei  hild to God a d o e tl  aski g the Di i e to less a d look 
o e  hi /he  a d the sel es as the  seek to e good pa e ts . This a  e do e 
i  a Su da  o i g o  so e othe  spe ial hu h se i e, o  it a  e do e i  

ou  ho e o  so e othe  sig ifi a t pla e. 
A lessi g a  also i o po ate the a t of s oli all  gi i g a a e to the e -

o . 

What is a dedi atio ? 

A dedi atio  e ui es o e o  oth pa e ts to ha e a o it e t to a d elief i  
Ch istia it . It is also easo a l  f ee i  st u tu e; it a  i ol e the lessi g a d 

a i g aspe ts of the fi st t o e e o ies, a d is do e i  a hu h se i e. 

As the a e suggests, a dedi atio  i ol es dedi ati g ou  hild to God, the fo us of 
this e e o  ei g o  the parent’s de isio  to do this. This i ludes p o isi g to 
aise ou  hild to the est of ou  a ilities, seei g that thei  spi itual eeds a e et 

a d e su i g that the  a e aised ith a good k o ledge of the Ch istia  faith e.g. 
taki g the  to Su da  s hool , as ell as aski g God fo  the st e gth a d isdo  to 
do those thi gs ell. 

Ma  Ch istia  ouples hoose to dedi ate thei  hild e  athe  tha  aptisi g the , 
to gi e the  the f eedo  to a ept o  eje t Ch istia  t uth late  i  life. I  this ase 
the  ould ofte  use the sta da d aptis  se i e, o itti g the ate  a d the o ds 
I aptise ou…  Mu h of the se tio  o  aptis  is ele a t he e . 

As o s o  p o ises a e ade  the pa e ts efo e God i  this se i e, the i iste  
is e ui ed to spe d so e ti e ith ou goi g o e  the  –  

t o to th ee eeti gs ould e o al. This is to ake 
su e that ou u de sta d hat it is ou a e p o isi g, 
a d that ou a e si e e i  ou  i te tio  to follo  up 
o  those p o ises to the est of ou  a ilit . This 
e e o  is take  e  se iousl   Ch istia s a d e 

desi e that it e t eated ith espe t. 

 

 What is a aptis ? 

 Baptis  is o e of the t o sa a e ts i  the 
P es te ia  Chu h, a d as su h it is a hol  thi g. It is a 
o e i  a lifeti e e e t, e a ot e- aptise people 
though e offe  o fi atio  o  a full-i e sio  

se i e e- o fi i g the o s ade  a pe so ’s 
pa e ts he  the  e e a  i fa t . People a  e ei e 

aptis  at a  age a d P es te ia s e og ise the 
aptis s pe fo ed  a  Ch istia  hu h. 



Are you o sideri g  
havi g your hild  
hriste ed? 

Isla d Ba  P es te ia  Chu h 

If ou ish to k o  o e o  dis uss this ith ou  i iste , please  
o ta t Re . Natha  Pa  at telepho e 3 3 6 , e ail  
i iste @i p .o g. z o  si pl  pop i  he  e t at the hu h. 

 

I  aptis  the p i a  fo us is o  God’s lo e, g a e a d i itiati e i  t i g to 
esta lish a elatio ship ith us. I  a aptis  se i e, e the pa e ts a d the 
o g egatio  togethe  a e espo di g to this i  faith. A o di gl , it i ol es a 
o g egatio  o  g oup of Ch istia s, a d a  o l  e do e as pa t of a hu h 

se i e - e ept i  spe ial i u sta es su h as si k ess. 

If it is a  adult aptis  the i di idual o fesses his/he  faith i  Ch ist, a d 
pledges o it e t to the life a d issio  of the Chu h. 

With a  i fa t aptis , the pa e ts a e asked to eaffi  thei  faith i  Jesus a d 
to pledge that the  ill i g up thei  hild i  the life of the Chu h i  the hope 
that i  due ou se he/she ill ake a pe so al a epta e of Ch istia  faith.  

Du i g the se i e the o g egatio  is asked, o  ehalf of the u i e sal Chu h, 
to suppo t the pa e ts i  fulfilli g thei  o s. P a ti all  this ea s that the 
fa il  is ega ded as o i g u de  the pasto al a e of Isla d Ba  P es te ia  
Chu h, a d is e pe ted to suppo t ou  Su da  S hool a d outh p og a es. If 
a fa il  does ot desi e to sha e i  the o goi g life of ou  o g egatio , the  

ill e e ou aged to look at the lessi g o  a i g e e o ies a o e. 

The Chu h o e elie ed that those ho died u aptised e e doo ed to hell-
fi e; e do not tea h this a o e. Baptis  is ot a f ee ti ket to hea e , just as 
God’s lo e a d a epta e of us a e ot o ditio al o  u de goi g this sa a-

e t. 

The ules of the P es te ia  Chu h of Aotea oa Ne  Zeala d state that hil-
d e  of a ti e o g egatio al e e s ha e a ight to e ei e aptis , ut if 

aptis  is sought fo  the hild e  of o - e e s the  autho isatio   the 
Pa ish Cou il is e ui ed. This is to gai  assu a e f o  the i iste  that the 

o s ill e ade i  si e it  a d u de sta di g. A o di gl , as ith dedi a-
tio s, it ould e o al to eet ith the i iste  fo  a out th ee sessio s to 
go th ough the se i e a d the o s so that he/she a  gi e this assu a e. 

So e thoughts o  ho  ou a  do 
this a d hat the diffe e t fo s 
of a i g e e o ies ea . 


