
ChristeŶiŶgs at IslaŶd Bay PresďyteriaŶ ChurĐh 

 

 

This iŶtƌoduĐtoƌǇ ďƌoĐhuƌe giǀes soŵe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ as to ǁhat is aǀailaďle at the 
IslaŶd BaǇ PƌesďǇteƌiaŶ ChuƌĐh aŶd ǁhat ĐhƌisteŶiŶgs aŶd otheƌ ŶaŵiŶg 
ĐeƌeŵoŶies ŵeaŶ. 
 

What is a ĐhristeŶiŶg? 

HistoƌiĐallǇ, a ĐhƌisteŶiŶg used to ďe the ŶaŵiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ that aĐĐoŵpaŶied a 
ďaďǇ’s ďaptisŵ ;this ǁas ǁheŶ the Đhild’s ͞ChƌistiaŶ Ŷaŵe͟ ǁas giǀeŶͿ. These daǇs 
ǁheŶ people talk aďout ĐhƌisteŶiŶg theǇ usuallǇ ŵeaŶ the aĐt of ďaptisŵ. IŶ 
ƌeĐeŶt Ǉeaƌs hoǁeǀeƌ the ĐhuƌĐh has eǀolǀed otheƌ ƌituals aŶd ĐeƌeŵoŶies to 
ŵaƌk the speĐial tiŵe of the ďiƌth of a ďaďǇ. These ƌeƋuiƌe ǀaƌǇiŶg leǀels of ďelief 
iŶ ChƌistiaŶitǇ aŶd aƌe a ŶaŵiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ, a ďlessiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ, aŶd a dediĐatioŶ. 

 

What is a ŶaŵiŶg ĐereŵoŶy? 

OfteŶ Ŷeǁ paƌeŶts ĐaŶ haǀe ǀeƌǇ diffeƌeŶt ǀieǁs oŶ spiƌitualitǇ aŶd ƌeligioŶ; 
soŵetiŵes oŶe oƌ ďoth paƌeŶts ĐaŶ ďe Ƌuite uŶĐoŵfoƌtaďle ǁith the ChuƌĐh oƌ 
spiƌitual thiŶgs ďut still ǁaŶt to ŵaƌk the ďiƌth of theiƌ Đhild iŶ a puďliĐ ǁaǇ. 
PaƌeŶts iŶ this situatioŶ ŵaǇ ǁish to opt foƌ a ŶaŵiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. 
NaŵiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶies haǀe Ŷo set foƌŵ aŶd ĐaŶ ďe ĐoŶduĐted iŶ Ǉouƌ hoŵe oƌ 
aŶotheƌ ŶoŶ-ƌeligious ǀeŶue. The paƌeŶts aƌe fƌee to deĐide hoǁ ŵuĐh of God oƌ 
spiƌitualitǇ theǇ ǁaŶt iŶ this ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ ;ŶatuƌallǇ, if theǇ aƌe Ŷot Đoŵfoƌtaďle ǁith 
ChƌistiaŶ spiƌitualitǇ it ǁould Ŷot ďe Ŷoƌŵal foƌ theŵ to appƌoaĐh a ĐhuƌĐh to 
faĐilitate this ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ foƌ theŵͿ. 
 

What is a ďlessiŶg ĐereŵoŶy? 

A ďlessiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ is a ŵuĐh ŵoƌe spiƌitual eǀeŶt. IŶ this ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ the paƌeŶts 
aƌe pƌeseŶtiŶg theiƌ Đhild to God aŶd oǀeƌtlǇ askiŶg the DiǀiŶe to ďless aŶd look 
oǀeƌ hiŵ/heƌ ;aŶd theŵselǀes as theǇ seek to ďe good paƌeŶtsͿ. This ĐaŶ ďe doŶe 
iŶ a SuŶdaǇ ŵoƌŶiŶg oƌ soŵe otheƌ speĐial ĐhuƌĐh seƌǀiĐe, oƌ it ĐaŶ ďe doŶe iŶ 
Ǉouƌ hoŵe oƌ soŵe otheƌ sigŶifiĐaŶt plaĐe. 
A ďlessiŶg ĐaŶ also iŶĐoƌpoƌate the aĐt of sǇŵďoliĐallǇ giǀiŶg a Ŷaŵe to the Ŷeǁ-

ďoƌŶ. 

What is a dediĐatioŶ? 

A dediĐatioŶ ƌeƋuiƌes oŶe oƌ ďoth paƌeŶts to haǀe a ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to aŶd ďelief iŶ 
ChƌistiaŶitǇ. It is also ƌeasoŶaďlǇ fƌee iŶ stƌuĐtuƌe; it ĐaŶ iŶǀolǀe the ďlessiŶg aŶd 
ŶaŵiŶg aspeĐts of the fiƌst tǁo ĐeƌeŵoŶies, aŶd is doŶe iŶ a ĐhuƌĐh seƌǀiĐe. 

As the Ŷaŵe suggests, a dediĐatioŶ iŶǀolǀes dediĐatiŶg Ǉouƌ Đhild to God, the foĐus of 
this ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ ďeiŶg oŶ the parent’s deĐisioŶ to do this. This iŶĐludes pƌoŵisiŶg to 
ƌaise Ǉouƌ Đhild to the ďest of Ǉouƌ aďilities, seeiŶg that theiƌ spiƌitual Ŷeeds aƌe ŵet 
aŶd eŶsuƌiŶg that theǇ aƌe ƌaised ǁith a good kŶoǁledge of the ChƌistiaŶ faith ;e.g. 
takiŶg theŵ to SuŶdaǇ sĐhoolͿ, as ǁell as askiŶg God foƌ the stƌeŶgth aŶd ǁisdoŵ to 
do those thiŶgs ǁell. 

MaŶǇ ChƌistiaŶ Đouples Đhoose to dediĐate theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ ƌatheƌ thaŶ ďaptisiŶg theŵ, 
to giǀe theŵ the fƌeedoŵ to aĐĐept oƌ ƌejeĐt ChƌistiaŶ tƌuth lateƌ iŶ life. IŶ this Đase 
theǇ ǁould ofteŶ use the staŶdaƌd ďaptisŵ seƌǀiĐe, oŵittiŶg the ǁateƌ aŶd the ǁoƌds 
͞I ďaptise Ǉou…͟ ;MuĐh of the seĐtioŶ oŶ ďaptisŵ is ƌeleǀaŶt heƌeͿ. 

As ǀoǁs oƌ pƌoŵises aƌe ŵade ďǇ the paƌeŶts ďefoƌe God iŶ this seƌǀiĐe, the ŵiŶisteƌ 
is ƌeƋuiƌed to speŶd soŵe tiŵe ǁith Ǉou goiŶg oǀeƌ theŵ –  

tǁo to thƌee ŵeetiŶgs ǁould ďe Ŷoƌŵal. This is to ŵake 
suƌe that Ǉou uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat it is Ǉou aƌe pƌoŵisiŶg, 
aŶd that Ǉou aƌe siŶĐeƌe iŶ Ǉouƌ iŶteŶtioŶ to folloǁ up 
oŶ those pƌoŵises to the ďest of Ǉouƌ aďilitǇ. This 
ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ is takeŶ ǀeƌǇ seƌiouslǇ ďǇ ChƌistiaŶs aŶd ǁe 
desiƌe that it ďe tƌeated ǁith ƌespeĐt. 

 

 What is a ďaptisŵ? 

 Baptisŵ is oŶe of the tǁo saĐƌaŵeŶts iŶ the 
PƌesďǇteƌiaŶ ChuƌĐh, aŶd as suĐh it is a holǇ thiŶg. It is a 
oŶĐe iŶ a lifetiŵe eǀeŶt, ǁe ĐaŶŶot ƌe-ďaptise people 
;though ǁe offeƌ ĐoŶfiƌŵatioŶ oƌ a full-iŵŵeƌsioŶ 
seƌǀiĐe ƌe-ĐoŶfiƌŵiŶg the ǀoǁs ŵade ďǇ a peƌsoŶ’s 
paƌeŶts ǁheŶ theǇ ǁeƌe aŶ iŶfaŶtͿ. People ĐaŶ ƌeĐeiǀe 
ďaptisŵ at aŶǇ age aŶd PƌesďǇteƌiaŶs ƌeĐogŶise the 
ďaptisŵs peƌfoƌŵed ďǇ aŶǇ ChƌistiaŶ ĐhuƌĐh. 



Are you ĐoŶsideriŶg  
haviŶg your Đhild  
ĐhristeŶed? 

IslaŶd BaǇ PƌesďǇteƌiaŶ ChuƌĐh 

If Ǉou ǁish to kŶoǁ ŵoƌe oƌ disĐuss this ǁith ouƌ ŵiŶisteƌ, please  
ĐoŶtaĐt Reǀ. NathaŶ PaƌƌǇ at telephoŶe 3ϴ3 ϴ6ϵϵ, eŵail  
ŵiŶisteƌ@iďpĐ.oƌg.Ŷz oƌ siŵplǇ pop iŶ ǁheŶ Ŷeǆt at the ĐhuƌĐh. 
 

IŶ ďaptisŵ the pƌiŵaƌǇ foĐus is oŶ God’s loǀe, gƌaĐe aŶd iŶitiatiǀe iŶ tƌǇiŶg to 
estaďlish a ƌelatioŶship ǁith us. IŶ a ďaptisŵ seƌǀiĐe, ǁe ;the paƌeŶts aŶd the 
ĐoŶgƌegatioŶ togetheƌͿ aƌe ƌespoŶdiŶg to this iŶ faith. AĐĐoƌdiŶglǇ, it iŶǀolǀes a 
ĐoŶgƌegatioŶ oƌ gƌoup of ChƌistiaŶs, aŶd ĐaŶ oŶlǇ ďe doŶe as paƌt of a ĐhuƌĐh 
seƌǀiĐe - eǆĐept iŶ speĐial ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes suĐh as siĐkŶess. 

If it is aŶ adult ďaptisŵ the iŶdiǀidual ĐoŶfesses his/heƌ faith iŶ Chƌist, aŶd 
pledges ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to the life aŶd ŵissioŶ of the ChuƌĐh. 

With aŶ iŶfaŶt ďaptisŵ, the paƌeŶts aƌe asked to ƌeaffiƌŵ theiƌ faith iŶ Jesus aŶd 
to pledge that theǇ ǁill ďƌiŶg up theiƌ Đhild iŶ the life of the ChuƌĐh iŶ the hope 
that iŶ due Đouƌse he/she ǁill ŵake a peƌsoŶal aĐĐeptaŶĐe of ChƌistiaŶ faith.  

DuƌiŶg the seƌǀiĐe the ĐoŶgƌegatioŶ is asked, oŶ ďehalf of the uŶiǀeƌsal ChuƌĐh, 
to suppoƌt the paƌeŶts iŶ fulfilliŶg theiƌ ǀoǁs. PƌaĐtiĐallǇ this ŵeaŶs that the 
faŵilǇ is ƌegaƌded as ĐoŵiŶg uŶdeƌ the pastoƌal Đaƌe of IslaŶd BaǇ PƌesďǇteƌiaŶ 
ChuƌĐh, aŶd is eǆpeĐted to suppoƌt ouƌ SuŶdaǇ SĐhool aŶd Ǉouth pƌogƌaŵŵes. If 
a faŵilǇ does Ŷot desiƌe to shaƌe iŶ the oŶgoiŶg life of ouƌ ĐoŶgƌegatioŶ, theǇ 
ǁill ďe eŶĐouƌaged to look at the ďlessiŶg oƌ ŶaŵiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶies aďoǀe. 

The ChuƌĐh oŶĐe ďelieǀed that those ǁho died uŶďaptised ǁeƌe dooŵed to hell-
fiƌe; ǁe do not teaĐh this aŶǇŵoƌe. Baptisŵ is Ŷot a fƌee tiĐket to heaǀeŶ, just as 
God’s loǀe aŶd aĐĐeptaŶĐe of us aƌe Ŷot ĐoŶditioŶal oŶ uŶdeƌgoiŶg this saĐƌa-
ŵeŶt. 

The ƌules of the PƌesďǇteƌiaŶ ChuƌĐh of Aoteaƌoa Neǁ ZealaŶd state that Đhil-
dƌeŶ of aĐtiǀe ĐoŶgƌegatioŶal ŵeŵďeƌs haǀe a ƌight to ƌeĐeiǀe ďaptisŵ, ďut if 
ďaptisŵ is sought foƌ the ĐhildƌeŶ of ŶoŶ-ŵeŵďeƌs theŶ authoƌisatioŶ ďǇ the 
Paƌish CouŶĐil is ƌeƋuiƌed. This is to gaiŶ assuƌaŶĐe fƌoŵ the ŵiŶisteƌ that the 
ǀoǁs ǁill ďe ŵade iŶ siŶĐeƌitǇ aŶd uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg. AĐĐoƌdiŶglǇ, as ǁith dediĐa-
tioŶs, it ǁould ďe Ŷoƌŵal to ŵeet ǁith the ŵiŶisteƌ foƌ aďout thƌee sessioŶs to 
go thƌough the seƌǀiĐe aŶd the ǀoǁs so that he/she ĐaŶ giǀe this assuƌaŶĐe. 

Soŵe thoughts oŶ hoǁ Ǉou ĐaŶ do 
this aŶd ǁhat the diffeƌeŶt foƌŵs 
of ŶaŵiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶies ŵeaŶ. 


